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clearly farm animals. Hands-on experience
was basically limited to a large and a small
animal rotation, and an ambulatory clinic.
Marvin went on to an internship and resi-
dency at Boston’s Angell Memorial Animal
Hospital, at the time a far more sophisticated
veterinary institution than Penn. He
remained on the staff there for three years
before being called into service with the
Army Veterinary Corps during the Korean
War. At Angell, Marvin rounded out his clini-
cal experience through exposure to the
newly-burgeoning veterinary specialties and
the hospital’s vast caseload, which included
birds.
It was at Angell where veterinary medi-
cine really “clicked” for Marvin, but he says
that Penn gave him a solid foundation in the
basic sciences. And his natural compassion
for animals was deepened by example from
some of his Penn professors.
“If you understand the human-animal
bond,” he says, “you know you’re there to
provide compassionate, quality medicine.”
And that is what Marvin has been doing
for almost five decades at Rothman Animal
Hospital in Collingswood, N.J. He sold the
practice, which still bears his name, 12 years
ago to Mark Esser, V’86, but continues to
work there. His lightened work schedule—35
hours a week, which he works alongside his
wife Betty, who is the longtime office admin-
istrator, and four other doctors—leaves him
plenty of time to participate in local charity
work.
He says his proximity to Penn has given
him access to advanced veterinary technolo-
gies, exposure to new techniques, and a con-
stant influx of fresh knowledge from the new
grads he hired through the years.
For Marvin and Irwin, veterinary medi-
cine is the proverbial egg cooked in two vast-
ly different ways. The one element that has
always fascinated both brothers is the
human-animal bond, which they often
explore through traded stories and insights.
Despite their divergent paths, the bond
between Marvin and Irwin also remained
strong.
To find a former classmate and to sign-up for a 
permanent e-mail forwarding service:
Join the University of Pennsylvania Alumni On-
Line Community for free at <www.alumni
connections.com/olc/pub/UPN>. After you regis-
ter, you can search the On-Line Directory, which
is a great resource for personal and professional
networking and an easy way to keep up-to-date
on fellow alumni. You can also sign-up for a per-
manent e-mail forwarding service, which will for-
ward messages received at your permanent Penn
address to the e-mail address of your choice.
To update your alumni record:
You can update your record via the University of
Pennsylvania Alumni On-Line Community On-
Line Directory. You may also contact Elizabeth
McNamara at (215) 746-7461 or via e-mail at
<emcnamar@vet.upenn.edu>.
To make a gift or for information to support 
Penn Veterinary Medicine:
Make a gift with your credit card through a secure
online transaction at <www.upenn.edu/gifts>. For
information on supporting the School, visit the
Alumni & Friends web site at
<http://alumni.vet.upenn.edu> or contact Joshua
E. Liss at (215) 898-1481 or via e-mail at
<lissj@vet.upenn.edu>.
To request a transcript, certification of graduation,
or replacement diploma:
For information on requesting a transcript, visit
the Office of the University Registrar’s web site at
<www.upenn.edu/registrar/trans.html> or call
(215) 898-7511. For information on requesting a
certification of graduation, which does not
require a transcript, contact the School’s Office of
Student & Curricular Affairs at (215) 898-3525 or
via e-mail at <student-affairs@vet.upenn.edu>.
For information on ordering a replacement diplo-
ma, visit the Office of the Secretary’s web site at
<www.upenn.edu/secretary/diplomas/
diplomalist.html>.
To post/search employment opportunities for veterinarians:
Visit the School’s Veterinary Employment Data-
base at <www.vet.upenn.edu/jobsearch>.
To purchase veterinary, medical, and alllied 
health textbooks from leading publishers:
Visit the Penn Vet Bookstore at
<www.vet.upenn.edu/studentaffairs/bookstore>.
A percentage of purchases is returned to the
School in the form of scholarship funding to
deserving veterinary students.
To obtain a Penn Alumni Card:
The Penn Alumni Card offers a myriad of bene-
fits, including access to the Penn Libraries (does
not include borrowing privileges or access to
online resources) and discounts on admission to
the Morris Arboretum, Class of 1923 Ice Rink,
and University of Pennsylvania Museum. The
charge for the card, which is valid for 10 years, is
only $20. For more information, visit
<www.upenn.edu/penncard/card/
obtain_alumni.html>.
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For two brothers,
twin degrees 
sow divergent paths
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Magic Weisner Photo Correction
Because of an editing error, the photo of
another horse accompanied “Magic at
Pimlico!” a profile of Allen B. Wisner, V’65, and
his work with Magic Weisner, published in the
fall 2002 issue of Bellwether. The correct photo
is at right.
We welcome your comments and sugges-
tions, as well as information about errors that
call for corrections. Please contact Helma Weeks,
Director of Communications, at (215) 898-1475
or via e-mail at <hweeks@vet.upenn.edu>.
Magic Weisner in the post-Preakness Stakes parade.
